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RECREATIONAL FISHING � MANAGEMENT PACKAGE FOR DEMERSAL SCALEFISH 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral � Minister for Fisheries) [3.07 pm]: This morning I announced the 
government�s policy on managing the recreational catch of demersal scalefish in the west coast bioregion that 
will come into effect on 15 October this year.  

The need for this new management package has arisen following the outcomes of a recently completed research 
project that revealed that stocks of some of our most popular species, such as dhufish, pink snapper and baldchin 
groper, are being overfished. The underlying message from this research is that the total catch of these iconic 
demersal fish from both recreational and commercial fisheries in the west coast bioregion, an area that covers 
from the north of Kalbarri to the east of Augusta, must be reduced by at least 50 per cent; otherwise, we risk the 
collapse of such stocks in the near future. 
In reaching my decision I gave careful consideration to all the views and matters raised throughout what has 
been an extensive nine-month public consultation period. The consultation process, which resulted in more than 
1 350 submissions, demonstrated that there is overwhelming support in the recreational fishing community for 
management changes to ensure the long-term sustainability of our iconic fish species. To ensure the ongoing 
recovery of stocks, an adaptive approach to management will be implemented. This approach will involve an 
ongoing review of the effectiveness of the management arrangements and take into account the latest research 
information.  
To support this announcement the government has committed $5.3 million in additional research funds over the 
next four years to continue to monitor stocks and to evaluate the effectiveness of the recreational fishing 
management package in conjunction with the new commercial fishing arrangements. An additional $7.8 million 
has been committed to recruit an extra 19 fishery officers for education and compliance of marine finfish 
fisheries in the west coast bioregion.  

In dealing with the current sustainability issues facing this fishery, it is important to manage the impacts on all 
sectors. In addition to the recreational fishery management arrangements announced today, significant 
management measures have already been introduced for the commercial fishing sector. That process involved 
bringing the commercial wetline fishery within a management plan and establishing a closure to commercial line 
and net fishing in the metropolitan area from Lancelin to the south of Mandurah. While the decision outlined in 
this package will apply to the recreational sector, a review of the management arrangements for the charter 
fishing industry will commence later this year with a view to bringing the sector under a formal management 
plan in 2009. I am convinced that the recreational fishing community will play its part to save our fish so that 
current and future generations can fish.  
It is important to note that the changes to recreational fishing outlined in this package will not apply to people 
who fish for the common fish species caught from beaches, jetties or groynes. The changes will not apply to 
people who fish from boats for species such as squid, whiting, skippy, nor will they significantly impact on 
people who fish for pelagic fish, such as Spanish mackerel and tuna.  
I will now outline the details of the new package for recreational fishing. The daily bag limit for category 1 fish 
will be reduced from seven to four and the daily bag limit for pink snapper will be reduced from four to two. The 
size limit for pink snapper will be increased from 41 centimetres to 45 centimetres in October 2008. In 2010 the 
size limit will increase from 45 centimetres to 50 centimetres for the metropolitan and south west zones only, 
which are from Lancelin to Augusta. A boat limit of two daily bag limits of category 1 fish will be introduced. If 
five or more fishers are on board a recreational or charter boat, an additional two category 1 fish per person over 
and above the boat limit will be allowed for additional fishers.  

A seasonal restriction will prohibit the take, landing and possession of the vulnerable five species; namely, 
dhufish, pink snapper, baldchin groper, breaksea cod and red snapper. The seasonal restriction will be 
implemented in stages, giving holiday-makers and businesses some time to adjust, particularly in the first year. 
The season will run from 15 October to 25 December in 2008 and from 15 October to 31 January in subsequent 
years. A daily bag limit of one category 1 fish will apply to spear fishing on compressed air. The use of power-
assisted fishing reels will be prohibited, with exemptions for disabled fishers. Discussions with fishing clubs will 
be initiated to discourage public fishing competitions from targeting high-risk species. 

The finfish possession limit will be reduced at the Abrolhos Islands fish and fish habitat protection area to 
10 kilograms of fish or pieces of fish or one day�s bag limit of whole fish. The possession limit will remain in 
place for at least two years while a review to assess the option of managing the Abrolhos Islands as a �no take 
away� area is undertaken. A voluntary logbook program will be established for category 1 demersal fish�ocean 
bottom dwelling fish�including the vulnerable five species, to provide additional catch and effort information. 
A recreational trust fund will be established to enable the recreational sector to have meaningful input into 
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determining expenditure priorities. Further research will be undertaken to investigate the appropriateness of 
introducing large-scale fish reserves or closed areas to provide protection for large numbers of fish, or over an 
area that is particularly important to spawning. 

I believe this package of changes is the best way to achieve sustainability of our vulnerable iconic fish species 
while also allowing an enjoyable fishing experience to continue for Western Australians. I table fisheries 
management paper 231, �A Strategy for Managing the Recreational Catch of Demersal Scalefish in the West 
Coast Bioregion�. 

[See paper 4110.] 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Bruce 
Donaldson. 
 


